
Chairman’s New Year’s Message 

The International Contract Engineering (ICE) Group is one of Europe’s largest independent ship design and marine engineering consul-
tancies, with an annual capacity of more than ½ million professional engineering man-hours.  Headquartered in the Isle of Man, the Group 
has been in business almost 50 years. It offers a full range of high caliber, cost-effective engineering and design services, either in its own 
design offices in Romania and the UK or at clients' sites. 
The ICE Group is today engaged with projects for the offshore oil & gas industry and with design of commercial, naval and coast guard 
ships.  ICE undertakes the full design scope from conceptual design through class drawings, detail design and production information and 
also advises clients on build strategy, project management, procurement, shipyard layout and productivity.
The Group’s experience includes design for new construction and conversion of a wide range of vessels including tankers, bulk carriers, 
passenger cruise vessels, ro-ro ferries, naval patrol vessels, frigates, corvettes, jack-up drilling rigs, LNG and LPG gas carriers, semi-
submersible drilling rigs, drill ships, offshore service vessels, FSOs, FPSOs, research vessels and fixed offshore production platforms.  
Clients include leading shipyards, ship owners and offshore industry contractors throughout Europe as well as in Brazil, Canada, China, 
India, Japan, Korea, the Middle East, Singapore and the US.

 

“2015 was difficult; 2016 will be brutal”; so proclaimed a headline in a recent 
oil & gas industry newsletter. For many shipyards and oil service companies 
that ominous prediction may well be correct. As a designer of drill ships, 
FPSOs and other oil service vessels, we are conscious of the difficulties in that 
industry. 

However, ICE has huge experience also in sectors that are less impacted by 
the low oil price; thus we are now pursuing marine design work for the defence 
and other industries. Providing high quality engineering at very competitive 
prices is an advantage at a time when most clients are keen to reduce costs. 
Our solid finances enable us to invest in increased productivity and to continue 
to develop in-house designs. I therefore look forward to 2016 with confidence

Type 45 Destroyer Visit

 Steinar Draegebo, ICE Group Chairman.

On the left: HMS “Duncan” shown between the “Regina Maria” 
(formerly HMS “London”) and the missile boat “Zborul” during 
joint exercises in the Black Sea off Constanta (photo courtesy: 
Cristian Vlasceanu, Romanian Navy).

and cautious optimism.

I wish our customers, employees, business associates and other friends all the best for the New Year!

One of Britain’s newest warships – the 
HMS “Duncan” – was recently in the Black 
Sea to showcase the capabilities of a 
modern Type 45 air defence destroyer. 
Romanian visitors to the ship included the 
Chief of Defence, the Heads of the Navy 
and Coastguard, and other VIPs.

ICE UK earlier participated in the design of 
the Type 45 destroyers as a subcontractor 
to the UK builders, now part of the defence 
contractor BAE Systems. ICE was there-
fore honoured to be invited to participate in 
events on board HMS “Duncan”. 

ICE’s representatives are pictured here with 
Mark Taylor, BAE Systems Business 

Development Manager.
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From Our Project Portfolio

Scope of Work:   
Basic and detail design for conversion of 
a North Sea shuttle tanker into an FSO; 
naval architecture, structural, piping, 
electrical.
Year: 2009
Client: Teekay, Norway
Shipyard: Drydocks World Dubai, UAE
Owner/Operator: Teekay Offshore 
Partners / Occidental Qatar Energy 
Company LLC

FSO Conversion of the “Falcon 
Spirit”

Picture from ICE’s stand at the exhibition.

ICE at Marintec China
ICE recently participated as an exhibitor at 
the Marintec China 2015 trade show in 
Shanghai, as part of the UK national pavil-
ion. The trade show had a record number 
of over 2,000 exhibiting companies and 
covered 80,000 square metres of exhibi-
tion space.

ICE also presented a paper at an associ-
ated seminar entitled “High Tech & Innova-
tive Marine Equipment & Services for 
Chinese Shipyards, Shipowners & Design 
Centres”. The speaker, Steinar Draegebo, 
Chairman of the ICE Group, presented 
how UK-developed state-of-the-art ship 
design software combined with ICE’s 
robust project management system 
enables ICE to remotely undertake com-
plex ship design projects for clients around 
the world.

Nicu Crapcenco to leave ICE 
After ten years with the ICE Group, Nicu Crapcenco has decided to pursue new challenges and will be leaving ICE 
towards the end of February. As Managing Director of Projects, and thereafter as Director of Business Development 
reporting to the ICE Group head office, Nicu has won many friends among ICE’s clients and employees. We join 
them in wishing him all the best for the future.
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