
ICE Winning Drillship Motion Study

The Group’s Founder Visiting ICE’s Head Office

Ordering of new drill ships and 
semi-submersible drilling platforms 
has not yet recovered after the 2014 
oil price collapse; the world-wide 
oversupply of such “floaters” will 
probably remain for some time.  
However, existing drill ships still 
need upgrades and modifications. 
Having been extensively involved in 
both basic and detail design of drill 
ships for customers in Europe, Brazil 
and Japan, ICE was pleased that one 
of its first new contracts for 2021 
was for a motion study for an 
existing drill ship for an Asian 
customer.

Commenting on the order, Sorin 
Brazdis, the Managing Director of 
ICE’s Romanian subsidiary 
ICEPRONAV Engineering SRL, said: 
“It is great that we can make use of our 
considerable skills in hydrodynamic

Phil Goff, starting his career as an 
apprentice draftsman at a leading UK 
shipyard, observed how shipyards in 
periods needed more technical staff 
that they had, while at other times 
highly skilled shipyard technicians 
had too little to do. Seeing a business 
opportunity in providing temporary 
staff to shipyards, he started what 
has become the ICE Group. Initially 
employing British naval architects 
and draftsmen to serve UK 
companies, Phil also won 
international customers in the 
petrochemical and offshore oil and 
gas industries.

A game changer came when Phil in 
2003 – in partnership with the Dutch 
Damen Group – succeeded in 
acquiring the former Romanian 
state-owned research institute 
ICEPRONAV S.A., being privatized

through an international bidding 
process. Realizing that the enlarged 
Group would need significant 
investments and a more structured 
management system to compete for 
large international design contracts, 
Phil brought in new partners and in 
2004 sold his remaining shares to 
the present owners of ICE. Damen 

for years was our main market not 
only for design of drill ships but also 
for FPSOs, FSOs and fixed platforms”.  

The picture shows a drillship being 
built by Kawasaki Heavy Industries in 
Japan in 2014 to drawings and 
calculations developed by ICE, which 
also supported construction by 
having a substantial team of field 
engineers in the yard.

analyses and also keep up-to-date with 
the regulatory regime that applies to 
such sophisticated vessels. Whilst we 
currently have more focus on design of 
offshore windfarm service vessels, we 
are keen to stay in touch with 
customers in the oil & gas exploration 
and production (E&P) business, which 

also sold its shares a few years later.

It was a pleasure welcoming Phil for 
a very informal visit to our Isle of 
Man head office before Christmas 
last year. He is seen here (at the left) 
together with Robert Swan, ICE 
Group President & COO (centre) and 
Steinar Draegebo, ICE Group 
Chairman and CEO (right).   
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Together with other members of the 
Romanian Shipbuilders Association 
(ANCONAV), ICE recently funded a 
memorial plaque acknowledging the 
great efforts and contributions made 
to the shipbuilding industry by the 
late Dr. Gelu Kahu (1930-2018). 

The plaque in his memory was 
unveiled on the front wall of the 
Faculty of Naval Architecture 
building at the Galati University on 
14 January 2021, in the presence of 
members of his family, friends and 
former colleagues.

Dr. Kahu was the first Director of the 
state-owned research and design 
institute for shipbuilding ‘Institutul 
de Cercetare Stiintifica si Inginerie 
Technologica pentru Constructii 
Navale’ – later to become S.C. 
ICEPRONAV S.A. Dr Kahu was an 
early promoter of use of advanced 
computer technology in ship design 
and he maintained an active interest 
in the shipbuilding industry. 

Steinar Draegebo, ICE Group 
Chairman & Chief Executive 
commented: “This is an appropriate 
way to preserve the memory of a 
person who played a significant role in 
the Romanian shipbuilding industry, 
and whom I had the honour to meet on 
several occasions.”

 

ICE Honouring ICEPRONAV’s First 
Managing Director 

The Corona-19 
pandemic has been
devastating for many
families who have lost loved ones; it 
has also hurt many companies 
economically. ICE, like many ship 
design companies, has suffered from 
ongoing projects being halted and 
start of new contracts being delayed. 
A total of 17 ICE employees have 
been infected by the virus; luckily, all 
have successfully recovered. 

Unlike some competitors, ICE has 
managed to stay in business and 
continue to service ongoing 
contracts remotely through the 
pandemic, and is ready to take on 
new challenges and rehire staff 
when things improve. In the 
meantime, ICE’s management team 
urge everyone to follow guidelines 
for minimising risk and to accept 
offers for vaccination as soon as they 
become available.

FROM OUR PROJECT PORTFOLIO:   
                                                                          
Scope of Work: 

Concept Design for a Hybrid LNG 
fuelled Power Barge

Client: Hybrid Port Energy, 
Germany

Year: 2017

Main dimensions:

Length, overall  46.0 m

Breadth, mld  32.0 m

Depth, mld  5.5 m 

Class:    DNV

ICE Surviving the 
Corona-19 
Pandemic

                                                                     LNG-HYBRID POWER BARGE

With a 55-year track record and an annual output having exceeded 700,000 professional engineering man-hours, the 
International Contract Engineering (ICE) Group is Europe’s largest independent ship design consultancy. We provide 
high-calibre multi-discipline design services to yards and owners in the commercial shipping, defence and offshore energy 
industries, ranging from conceptual studies and Class drawings to detail design and production information. We cover a full 
range of naval architecture and marine engineering disciplines such as hydrodynamics, structural, mechanical, piping, 
electrical, instrumentation, outfit and HVAC. Our experience includes gas carriers, passenger vessels, navy and coast guard 
ships, chemical tankers, drill ships, FSO/FPSOs and a range of other vessels. We also have available proprietary designs that can 
be adapted to clients’ requirements. 
With our head office in the Isle of Man and engineering facilities in Romania and Croatia, we provide high quality design and 
engineering at very competitive prices.

International Contract Engineering Limited, 19-21 Circular Road, Douglas, Isle of Man, IM1 1AF British Isles
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