
SKYTUG Undergoes Successful Tests  

Martin Linge – Success at last

As a key partner in the SKYTUG Design 
team, ICE recently arranged successful 
towing tank tests of the proposed 
catamaran hull. The purpose of the 
tests was to compare and validate the 
CFD results, and to observe the overall 
behaviour of the system and measure  
forces, angles, and moments.

In January, the energy major Equinor 
formally opened its Martin Linge oil 
and gas field offshore Norway. It 
comprises a jacket-based integrated 
wellhead, production and 
accommodation platform and a 
permanently moored Floating, 
Storage and Offloading (FSO) vessel. 
The pioneering field is controlled and 
receives power through a cable from 
shore, reducing CO2 emission and 
saving costs.

ICE was extensively involved in the 
tanker-to-FSO conversion design for 
Knutsen NYK Offshore Tankers 
(KNOT), including seconding ICE 
personnel to work as an integral part 
of KNOT’s project team in Norway

 

and later at the conversion shipyard 
in Poland. Both Total – the original 
operator of the field – and KNOT had 
teams stationed in ICE’s offices in 
Romania during the design 
development.

In spite of delays and cost overruns, 
Equinor announced that since 
production start in June 2021 the field 
produces at “world-class production 
efficiency” and that, with today’s high 
oil and gas prices, the investment will 
be recovered within 2022. ICE is 
proud of having played an important 
part in this innovative and challenging 
project and having continued to 
support KNOT even after the contract 
formally came to an end.

We observe with huge regret Russia’s 
attack on Ukraine. ICE has no business 
relationships in or with Russia and 
none of our ongoing contracts will be 
directly affected by sanctions now 
being imposed. 

Design of naval ships is an important 
part of ICE’s activities – we have 
provided design for ships to several 
NATO and other navies, and we are 
currently offering our design services 
to clients in Romania and the UK and 
other countries that understand the 
need for a strong defence. We expect 
that those projects will now receive 
higher priority.  

Pictured here are Dragos Totolici 
(centre-left), ICE Department Manager, 
Initial Design, and James McGarley 
(centre-right), Managing Director, 
Bluewater Engineering Limited – the 
inventors and promoters of the 
SKYTUG concept – together with 
towing tank staff.

The SKYTUG Project www.skytug.co.uk is supported as part of the UK’s Clean Maritime Demonstration Competition, 
funded by the Department for Transport and delivered in partnership with Innovate UK. 

Ukraine Situation

The picture shows ICE executives visiting 
the FSO during conversion at the 
Remontowa shipyard; from left Robert 
Swan (President & COO) and Steinar 
Draegebo (Chairman & CEO).
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Thank you to all the children who participated in our recent virtual “Build a Wind-Powered Boat” competition.  It is very 
encouraging to see that so many younger members of our wider ICE family have such an appreciation of the 
importance of sustainability. And many thanks, dear parents, for giving your children an insight and interest in the 
work you are doing. Well done everyone!

ICE Kids – Future Naval Architects

FROM OUR PROJECT PORTFOLIO:   
                                                                          
Scope of Work: 

Detail Design for hull and 
outfitting, development of 
production information, on-site 
technical assistance. 

Client: VT Shipbuilding , UK

Main contractor at time of 
commissioning: BVT Surface Fleet 
Ltd. and BAE Systems, UK.

Year: 2007 -09

Owner: Royal Navy of Oman (RNO)
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With a 55-year track record and an annual output having exceeded 700,000 professional engineering man-hours, the 
International Contract Engineering (ICE) Group is one of Europe’s largest independent ship design consultancies. We provide 
high-calibre multi-discipline design services to yards and owners in the commercial shipping, defence and offshore energy 
industries, ranging from conceptual studies and Class drawings to detail design and production information. We cover a full 
range of naval architecture and marine engineering disciplines such as hydrodynamics, structural, mechanical, piping, 
electrical, instrumentation, outfit and HVAC. Our experience includes gas carriers, passenger vessels, navy and coast guard 
ships, chemical tankers, drill ships, FSO/FPSOs and a range of other vessels. We also have available proprietary designs that can 
be adapted to clients’ requirements. 
With our head office in the Isle of Man and engineering facilities in Romania and Croatia, we provide high quality design and 
engineering at very competitive prices.

International Contract Engineering Limited, 19-21 Circular Road, Douglas, Isle of Man, IM1 1AF British Isles
Tel: +44 (0)1624 623 190 | Fax: +44 (0)1624 628 297 | www.icedesign.info
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